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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Tux following diſcourſe was com- 
poſed at the requeſt of ELlizasetH, 
daughter of the deceaſed, whoſe grief, 
for the loſs of her laſt ſurviving parent, | 
rendered that requeſt peculiarly irre- 
5 —!.! 
9 Tux AUTHOR. 


1 Moeneheſter, 9 
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DISCOURSE, &e. 
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MATT. XXIV. 44, 


BE YE ALSO READY: FOR IN SUCH AN HOUR AS you 
THINK a8 . THE SON OF MAN COMETH. | 


Were the clangor of the lat trumpet now to 
* ſtrike upon our ears, with what profound attention 
5 | | ſhould we liſten to its awful found > What reflec- 
6 tion - what ſelf. examination would it excite? But 
: though the blaſt, which ſhall awaken the dead, is 
not yet blown, though © the hour is not yet come 
"£2 s in which they that are in their graves ſhall hear 
0 the voice of the Son of God and ſhall come 
„forth“ yet we are ſolemnly called upon by 
|. providential occurrences to ä confider our latter 

I * 2 * to meet our God. 


5 


The i 


4 


The courſe of nature will not be changed to give 

us notice of the approach of this grand event. As 
things were going on in their ordinary manner 
| when the flood came and ſwept away the inhabit- 
ants of the old world, ſo ſhall the coming of the 
Son of Man be. 


The only figns which Chriſt foretold to his diſ- 
ciples, were ſuch as ariſe from the prevalence of 


moral evil, and would naturally ſpring from the 
violent paſſions of wicked and ambirious men. 


© There mall be wars, ſays he, and rumors of 
* wars, nation ſhall riſe up againſt nation, and 


© kingdom againſt kingdom—men ſhall hate one 


1 another and betray one another — brother ſhall 


e betray brother, and the father the ſon—child 208 


* ſhall riſe up againſt their parents and cauſe them 
© to be put to death—and becauſe iniquity abounds 
the love of many ſhall wax cold.” 8 


And do not the times in which we live anſwer 
to this deſcription ? 


The © rumor of wars“ extends throughout 
Europe, Aſia, Africa and America. Mens wicked 
luſts—theic pride - their jealouſy—their malice— 
rey enge — their luſt of gold and cheir tuft of power, 
under 


* 


2 


CF 
under the pretence of a love of liberty and a regard 
for the ſacred rights of men, on the one hand, and 


profeſſing zeal for good order—for juſtice—reli- 
 gion—and for the accuſtomed relations of peace 
and amity, on the other, are ſanctioning the dread- 


ful carnage of the human ſpecies, by all the horrors 
of war! By fire and ſword—by the mid- night 
aſſaſſin—or the noon-day mercenary. Exciting 


| ſuſpicion. and diſtruſt amongſt neighbours and 


friends—rancor and cruelty between brethren— 


deſolating the moſt fertile countries—extending 


havoc and bloodſhed—murder and maſſacre 


throughout the world, and marring the beauteous 


works of God! 


Perhaps, like Peter and James and John and 
Andrew, you are ready to inquire whether the 
ſecond coming of the Son of Man draweth near?“ 


© Whether the day of judgment is at hand?“ 


But Jeſus told his diſciples © of that day and that 
* hour knoweth no man, no not the angels who 
« are in heaven, neither the Son, but the Father.“ : 
« Take ye heed,” ſays he, ER and pray, for . 
eye know not when the time * 5 


Neither Rr the . when this ſtupen- 
dous cataſtrophe ſhall take place be ofany importance 
„ | ta 


1 3 

to us, for this preſent ſcene of things terminates to 8 
us with our lives. And by a freedom of accom- 
modation, neither new nor unnatural, the words 

of my text may be conſidered as an admonition to 

us to prepare for the period of our own diſſolution. 


The firſt thought that naturally ariſes upon the | 
preſent occaſion is that» RF 


Pb WW appointed to all men once to die”— 
TT pust THOU ART AND TO DUST SHALT THOU 
© xETURN,” is the recorded ſentence paſſed upon 
our firft anceſtor, and all his poſterity have been 
the heirs of mortality. 


The crumbling particles of which our earthy 
tenements are compoſed muſt be mingled again 
wich their native clay. Many people bring with A 
them into the world the ſeeds of thoſe diſorders 
which ſhall carry them out of it. 


The numerous diſeaſes to which we are ſubject, 
the ſymptoms of decay that we find 1n ourſelves, 
and the various accidents to which we are expoſed 

forcibly demonſtrate that we are not to live here 
always. 


| Not the ſtrongeſt hn nor the 
moſt habitual temperance can preſerve from the 

* Our bodies To © featfully and wonderfully 
6c © made, ” 


KITE 


ce made,” ſo wiſly—ſo admirably conſtructed to 

anſwer the ends for which they were intended, 

are, nevertheleſs, frail, periſhable and 8 : 
Cruſhed as __ as We cruſh the moth. 


Thoſe who conſider the Abele ob. the nerves— 
the minutenels of thoſe fine capillary tubes through 


which the blood circulates—the complex involu- 


tion of the brain and the inteſtines—and reflect at 
how many points we are vulnerable, will never be 


ſurprized that we die—they will rather be amazed 


that we live! 


Our life contains a thouſand ſprings, 

c And dies if one be gone 
Strange that a harp of thouſand ſtrings 
Should keep in tune ſo long”! 


Like a piece of fragile mechaniſm we are con- 
firufted to go for @ time, though every moment 
liable to be daſhed to pieces! But, if no accident 


| befal us, the momentum impreſſed by the omni- 
potent hand was only calculated to keep us in 


motion for a ſhort time, the weights are continu- 
ally deſcending, and will ſtop agreeably to the 


_ divine limitation. As we advance in years, the 
number of the exquiſitely fine veſſels, and the 
quantity of radical moiſture are — dimi- 


md, | 


( wo ) 
niſhed, till the natural heat being quite exhauſted, 
the _ of life goes out. 


1 the ntaghocizal language of Solomon, * the 


« filver cord ſhall be looſed and the golden bowl 


* broken, the pitcher ſhall be broken at the foun- 

©& tain and the wheel at the ciſtern.” The con- 
nection between the brain and nerves ſhall be de- 
ſtroyed—the vital motion of the heart and lungs 
2 ceaſe. 


| The molt perfect ſymmetry ſhall be reduced to 
a ſkeleton—the brighteſt eye ſhall loſe its luſtre— 


the moſt blooming countenance ſhall become pale 
and ghaſtly—thoſe who have been beheld with the 


fondeſt admiration ſhall become loathſome, and 
«« ſhall ſay to corruption thou art my father and to 


ce the worm thou art my ſiſter and mother.“ 


Melancholy and humiliating as theſe contem- 
plations are, they are, notwithſtanding, very uſeful 
and important; in order to familiariſe our minds 


to the expectation of our great change, as reſulting 


from the very conſtitution of our nature. 


« That I may know how frail 1 am, Lord, 


ct make me to know mine end, and the meaſure of 
= « my days, what It is??? ſays the Pſalmiſt but 
this 


——— 2 IRE —ÄEUE — k 


| „ <a] 
| this was a wiſh in. which even the king of Iſrael 
could. not be _ 


„„ In ſuch an hour when you think not the Son 


.« of Man cometh.” 
| 7 


1 NR EE This is another idea ſuggeſted by the circum- 
” ſtances which demand our preſent attention That 


though ve are in a ſtate of conſtant progreſſion to 
the tomb every moment of our lives, yet 


may come very ſuddenly. 


| or at home—when engaged in buſineſs or diſcourſe 
1 we may be ſuddenly ſnached away. 


| | The burſting of a gun—the ling of a horſe— 


——— th og 


theſe, and various leſſer caſualties than theſe, have 
proved deſtructive to many. What numbers are, 
inſtantaneouſly, ſeized with apoplexies or palſies 


———— ei. ee „ 


age, are not the youngeſt and moſt robuſt liable 
to fevers and other acute maladies which may hurry 
| them hence, with equal precipitation, or, at leaſt, 
| with equal nn 


——— — 


08 For 


II. We ore ignorant of the —__ time, and it 


| | | By night or by day ſleeping or a 


the rapid riſe of a river or a great fall of ſnow—_ 


which carry them off without warning? And, if 
| ſuch diſorders moſt frequently attack people in old 
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( 12 ) 
For what is our life? It is even as a vapor 
te that appeareth for a little and then vaniſhes !” 


Man cometh forth like a flower which juſts buds, 


bloſſoms for a few days, but the wind paſſeth over 


it and it is gone, and the place thereof ſhall know 


it no more 


Mow can be ſo ſtupid as not to know that mor- 
_ tality is the certain lot of human-kind; but, as the 


penſive poet expreſſes 1 it, 


All men think all men mortal but themſelves. 


Ignorant of the day and hour of our diſſolution, 
ve are apt to flatter ourſelves that * our mountain 


* ſtandeth ſtrong,” and are ready to ſay © Soul 


« take thine eaſe, thou haſt goods laid up for 


© many years”=--when, lo! awful reverſe! per- 
| haps, that very night our ſouls _ be requ ired 
of us. 


Far be it from me to inſinuate that the exact 


time of our departure is concealed from us in judg- 
ment believe it is amreveaicd in wiſdom and 


rey. 


The inferior animals are generally removed by 
an unexpected ſtroke. ©& The bird haſteth to the 
00 ſnare and knoweth not that it is for his life.” | 
| How 


* 13 ) 


How patient and void of ſuſ picion are the 
ſheep and ox when led to the ſlaughter! The lamb 


ſports himſelf till the moment he 1 is taken from the 
field 


e Pleaſed to the Ia he crops the flowery food, 
% And licks the hand juſt raiſed to ſhed his blood.“ 


This is the deſignation of a good God, whoſe 
univerſal providence is not exerciſed leſs about his 
human offspring, which is ſo much more nobly 
endowed. ' But the fore-knowledge of the day of 
our deceaſe would have incapacitated us for every 
pleaſure and made our lives gloomy. The duties 
of our ſtations and relative connexions could not 
be performed with alacrity if we were exatly ac- 
quainted with the extent of time we have to live. 


The deceaſed, but a week before her removal, 
was enjoying a ſocial meal, ſurrounded by her 
children, and yielding tothoſe tender emotions which 
none but parents know. Her countenance expreſ- 
ſed all that ſatisfaction and cheerfulneſs which her 
ſituation was calculated to inpire Had ſne 
certainꝭy known that in @ few days ſhe muſt bid 
them all a final adieu how would! it have imbittered 


the repaſt? e 
8 55 


1 


Bot hope is nevet extinguiſhed 3 and the uncer- 
tainty of the time of dur diſſolution animates and 


ſupports e iſe this boppy TO in the 


5 human breaſt. 


«© The days of dur years are der. eure years and 
ten.” Even at that mature age, if a perfon have 
led a regular, temperate life, the nerves may be ſo 
firm—the ſpirits fo briſ and the circulation ſo 


good that both the man and his friends may be 


expecting that by reaſon of ſtrength,” his life 


will be lengthened out to © four-fcore years 
yet, alas! perhaps, there 1s but a mo between | 


him and the grave? 


The main ſpring of the curious machine gives 


way and the complicate meme We all ſtopped 
in an inflant. Y 


* Boaſt not thyſelf of Sb ſays the wiſe 


man, * for thou knoweſt not what a day may bring 
forth, In an hour when ye think not the Son 


„of Man cometh,” Which leads to a third and 
very n Wan namely, chat 


Ul. For an event o inevitable, vn which may 


tale . fo * we ſhould be * fre- 
| ar ed, 8 


The 


( 16 ) 
Tho only faſe preparation is a good and virtuous f 


life, ſpent in diſcharging the various duties which 
Ve owe to 2255 our neighbour, and ourſelves with 
fidelity. What doth the Lord thy God require 


« of thee, O, man?” ſays the prophet Micah— 
* but what is good to do juſtice—love mercy and . 
* walk humbly with thy God. * | 


But you call yourſelves the diſciples of Jeſus 


Chrift.— Then aſcend with your Maſter to the 


mountain, and fit with a teachable temper at his 
feet, while he inſtructs the multitude. 


| There is nothing myſterious—nothing ambigu- 


eus — nothing contradictory nothing impraQicable 


In his directions! He does not place your ſalva- 
tion upon ſome ſubtle diſtinction - ſome doubtful 


interpretation - upon a point of dectrine or a 
verbal criticiſm! He tells you plainly that he 


came © not to deſtroy”” the moral law of God but 


to © fulfil. He directs you to © keep the com- 


ic mandments,” and, pointedly, declares, that the 


ſym of them is that you ſhould love the Lord 


your God, with all your hearts and your neigh- 
« bor as yourſelf.—On theſe two command- 
« ments,” ſays he, © hang all the Jaw and the 
n 9 e 3 

84 He 


3 * * 


16 

He recommends a humble, meek, peaceable, 
merciful temper and, in another place, by the 

parable of the good Samaritan, inculcates univerſal 

benevolence without diſtinction of country or religious 
tenets, ſhewing that every brother in humanity is en- 
titled to offices of charity and commiſeration, 


In this ſermon upon the mount, likewiſe, he 
teaches us to be charitable, placable and forgiving— 


or as his own, emphatical, golden words expreſs it— 


« all things whatſoever ye would that men ſhould do 


to you, do ye even fo to them; for this is the 


* Jaw and the prophets.” — The defign—the ten- 
dency—the bearing of the law and the prophets, 1s 


to excite the love of God and our neighbour, but 


a practice flowing from that divine and ſocial 


love—the “ doing as we would be done by,” this 
is the ultimate object of all the divine communications, 


this is the very eſſence of the law and the prophets. 
Ie points out the inferiority of the ceremonial to 
the moral law, and explains the ſpiritual nature of 


the latter as extending to the very thoughts. — He 


_ purity of heart. He admoniſhes us to avoid ſpiri- 


guards us againſt laſcivious deſires and exhorts to 


tual pride—oſtentation—cenſoriouſneſs and hypo- 
criſy. He teaches that our religious worſhip ſhould 
be ſincere and ſimple---that we ſhould avoid long 

gt, prayers. 


_ 


. 


) 
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_ prayers or many repetitions, and accuſtom our- 


ſelves to a compendious method, agreeably with 
the model which he hath given us, in n is com- 


monly called the Lord's Frege. 


From * the widow's mite he ſhewed that it was 


the intention that conſtituted the action worthy or 
unworthy—and that the demands of duty, from 


every one, were in * to their ability and | 
e 


He called u 1pon the wicked to repent and amend 


their lives, and ſuggeſted that their converſion was 
pleaſing in the ſight of Heaven—that their turning 


from their evil courſes and breaking through their 


bad habits was acceptable to the Deity—that there 
could be no valid plea of incapacity, for that the 
improvement required from every one would be in 


proportion to the talents with which he was intruſt- 


ed —“ that his yoke was eaſy,” and that with 


greater readineſs than . parents give good gifts to 


* their children would his heavenly Father afford 


the affiſtance of his ſpirit to them who aſk it''— 
that the ſervant, only, who knew his Lord's will 


and prepared not himſelf ſhould be beaten with 
many ſtripes - but that thoſe ſhould enter into the 
Kingdom of Heaven who did the will of his F ather 
who 1 is in Heaven. 


wut ; 


(8) 


What a treafure of praftical principles have ve 


in theſe paſſages? Well might the © multitude be 
aſtoniſhed at his doctrine, and, liſtening with 
profound attention to ** the gracious words which 
12 proceeded from his lips, declare chat he was a 
&% teacher ſent from God“ 


1 | IfmyBiblen were conſuming and Thad it in my power 
to reſcue one, and but one, leaf from the flames, it 


ſhould be that which contains our Saviour's Divine 


Sermon upon the Mount---for there are leſſons 


of heavenly wiſdom from the lips of him © who 


© ſpoke as none other man ever did ſpeak !” 


The ſermon upon the mount ſhould be the 


_cbriſtian's viaticum; he ſhould take it with him 


| wherever he goes, to be a lamp unto his feet and 


a light to his paths“ it makes the way of wiſe 


dom plain it points out the path of chriſtian 


duty ſo clearly, that a well-diſpoled * o way-faring 


% man cannot err gherean.”! 


It ſhould be the chriſtian $ 3 ſhould be 
conſtantly in his hand when reading other parts of 


the ſcriptures, particularly thoſe doctrinal paſſages 


in © Paul's epiſtles which, Peter ſays, are hard to 
be underſtood, which they who are unlearned 
ba wreſt to their own deſtruction” ut this they 


could 


— 


625 


could not do if they were to conſider that * the 


ſervant is not greater than his Lord---and to 
male the ſermon upon the mount their interpreter— 


or even if they would make the apoſtle of the 


Gentiles conſiſtent with himſelf in that remarkable 
epitome of the chriſtian diſpenſation which he gives 
When writing to Titus. The grace of God that 
* bringeth ſalvation hath appeared unto all men, 
« teaching us that denying ungodlineſs and worldly 
* lufts, we ſhould Five ſoberly riyhteoufly and prouſly 


in this preſent world, looking for that bleſſed 


* hope, and the glorious appearing of the great 
* God and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, who gave 
E himſelf for us that he might redeem us from all 


* iniquity, and purify unto himſelf a peculiar 


E people zealous of good works,” 


« Theſe chings ſpeak re 
to this compendium we find Chriſtianity repre- 


ſented agreeably with the preaching of Chriſt him- 
| ſelf, as deſigned to improve our morals—to purify our 
hearts—and. condud us to heaven | in the path of 


holineſs! 


If we conform our conduct to the teachings of 
Chriſt, we ſhall be habitually prepared for his 
fecond coming——whether it re or inter | 
and 6 : 
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If we perſevere in well-doing, we may leave our 


immortal intereſts in the hands of God! 


| It is in this manner we ſhall beſt improve the 
Joſs of our pious and virtuous friends who are de- 
parted, and become followers of thoſe who 


ce through faith and patience are now v inheriting the 


& We 


We * mourn them ve when 1 we rellett upon 


their good advice and imitate their example. 


The NE and patheric language of the . 


of Iſrael to the heir apparent of his crown illuſ- 
trates the true and tender ſolicitude of devout and 

aged parents about the conduct of their children — 
4 and thou Solomon, my ſon, ſays he, know thou 


« the God of thy fathers; ſerve him with a perfect 


& heart and with a willing mind: if thou ſeek him 


ce he will be found of thee, but if thou forſake him 
& he will caſt thee off for ever.” 


But there is no neceſſary connexion between 
rectitude of conduct and a diadem, a court, or a 


metro polis ? 


The en in which the deceaſed, from whoſe 


removal 1 we are now attempting to improve, had 
lived, 


; 
1 


( 21 5 


lived, the greater part of her time, induces me to 


obſerve 


IV. That 4 rural life is favourable to the ac- 


quirement of virtuous habits and perfecting the 
moral and 8 1 ö 


There are, doubtleſs, good people to be found 
in populous towns and in the largeſt cities. 
Though © fen righteous men could not be found,” 
ſtill there was a Lot, even, in Sodom. 


| But, generally ſpeaking, the viciouſueſs of large 
towns foſters the worſt propenſities of human nature. 


The good principles are cheriſhed in retire- 


ment. Wherever men are crouded together, 
bad examples operate like a malignant con. 
. tagion. | 


The 1280 old Patriarchs who led paſtoral lives 


were temperate and upright—contented and hap- 
py—and held delightful communion with God 


but in guilty cities neither the piety of David nor 
the wiſdom of Solomon could preſerve them un- 
palluted. 


In crouded towns the wicked keep each other 


in countenance, The pliable, imitative, diſpoſi- 
"RE. TE tion 
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| tion of youth naturally © follows the multitude to 
te do evil.” Senſuality and voluptuouſneſs become 
the ſerious buſineſs of life. What ſhall I eat, 
* and what ſhall I drink? and wherewithal ſhall 1 
© be clothed?” are inquiries reiterated till they tire 
the ear! It is in ſuch places that the wicked 
* glory in their ſhame.” Seduftion and de- 
bauchery, intemperance and revelry are the boaſt of 
the youthful—avarice and gold or oſtentation and 
pomp are the joys of the aged - the young men are 
effeminate the young women bold —natural aftf- 
fection is enfeebled—infancy negle&ed—the rich 
are proud, ambitious, arrogant, imperious and op- 
preſſive the poor are ſervile, envious, diſhoneſt 
and fottiſh—the trader is fraudulent—the noble a 
gameſter— the politician rancorous and ſanguin- 
_ ary—friendſhip is ceremony and profeſſion—love 
s a jeſt—and religion a name and a form! Tyrant 
cuſtom domineers over all, and happy is the man 
who can reſiſt the torrent of bad example—who 
_ dares to. be ſingular and «© preſerve his garments 
e undefiled.” 728 . 


O, that I had a lodging in the wilderneſs,“ 
exclaims the prophet Jeremiah, for my people 
0 are an afſembly of treacherous men they weary 

e themſelves to commit iniquity.” = TE 
1 hey Moyers This 


"> TK 
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c This Acſeription, it may be objected, © only \ 
© characterizes the wicked of great towns, and 
© there are good we” bad to be * every 


where!“ 
7 Doubtleſs there are many glorious, ſhining, EX» 
» ceptions—many who have ſurmounted the wicked= 
| neſs of the world and come off conquerors” 
and I ſhall be glad to be convinced that vice is - 


not, upon the whole, triumphant in metropolitan 
cities! That Paris and London, at preſent, are 
better than Nineveh and Babylon of old! 
But my deſign is to excite you, who live in the 
country, and are engaged in rural employments, 
3 to be ſenſible of your peculiar advantages, and to 
LEP make a wiſe 1 improvement of them. | 


It is in your Gtuation that every thing tends to 

promote that ſerenity of mind ſo friendly to ſerious 
thought and ſelf-examination. That love of liberty 
and independence which you inhale with the breath 

of life gives ſtrength and dignity to the mind. 


It is in the calm, ſequeſtered ſhade that at- = 
| tention is awakened and meditation invited by = 
ſlilneſs and ſolitude. There the mind reflects F 
D 2 ; upon 


( 24 ) 
upon what it has heard and ſeen and read; 
_ eſtimates objects in proportion to their intrinſic 
| worth, and learns to chooſe with - prugence and 

caution. 


In rural retirement the good man learns to be 
« ſatisfied from himſelf,” and, perhaps, to think 
himſelf “ never leſs alone than when alone” while 
communing with his own r 5 
nature and aſpi piring after God! 


Such minds as are innocent and pure, habituated 
to ſober thought and devout contemplations are 
moſt fit to become * temples of the Holy Spirit” 
or the medium of Divine revelation. It was in the 
_ plains of Moreh and Mamre that the Lord appear- 
ed unto Abram——and on the mountain of Horeb 
that he manifeſted himſelf unto Moles. gs 


When the news of our Genin $ birch was to be 
communicated, a few artleſs © ſhepherds, who 
« were keeping watch over their flocks by night, 2 

were the: highly favored auditors. ; 


In the country, the 3 man's affections are 
attuned to harmony and devotion, by the beautiful 
and animating objects which ſurround him, by ver- 
dant eee trees and fragrant flowers, 
— 


( $8: ) 


fioging birds and ſportive flocks—fields of corn 
and groups of cattle—waving woods and falling 
waters—the riſing and the ſetting ſun—and, in 
winter, by the countleſs ſtars which illuminate and 
adorn the heavens in a froſty evening, cauſing him 
to break forth, with admiration and praiſe, * How 
* marvellous are thy works, Lord God Al- 
„ mighty! In wiſdom haſt thou made them 
all!“ N L's | P 


The pious countryman's prayer is ſave. me O 
God, from folly, vanity and vice and every wrong, 
+ purſuit—let me ſtill breathe my native air—may 
1 love the truth and preſerve myſelf free and in- 
dependent may my manners be ſimple and frank, 
© and my conſcience clear! Give me neither po- 
verty nor riches, but feed me with food convenient "0 
for me—may my friends and relatives be the care | | 
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* of Heaven — for myſelf, I aſk no more than the 1 


* continuance of that health of body and peace of 
mind which I now enjoy.“ Happy is the 
* man that walketh not in the council of the un- 9 
« godly nor ſtandeth in the way of ſinners nor 1 
& ſitteth in the ſeat of the ſcornful ; but his delight 5 4 
js in the law of the Lord, and in his law doth he 8 
© meditate day and night: he ſhall be like a tree ; i 
*« planted'by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth [1 


„ bn 


2 f * 
* "I 
* _— 
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& his fruit in his ſeaſon: his leaf alſo ſhall not 
« wither, and whatſoever he doeth ſhall proſper.” 


The country-man's attention is powerfully di- 


rected to God's providential government of the 


natural world. The regular return of the ſeaſons 


the favorableneſs or unfavorableneſs of the weather, 
the fertility or ſterility of his grounds---the health 


or fickneſs of his cattle—make him feel his conſtant 
and neceſſary dependence upon that God © who 


« giveth rain and fruitful ſeaſons, goed our hearts 


_ « with food and gladneſs,” 


This inſpires him with thankſgiving and praiſe---. 
te bleſs the Lord, ſays he, O, my ſoul and forget 
<6 not all his benefits. It is a good thing to give 


* thanks unto the Lord---to ſhew forth his loving 


« kindneſs in the morning and to talk of his faith= 


4 * fulneſs ory _ 


Such is the happy wenkinay of a rural life and of 


paſtoral and agricultural employments. 


Io a perſon fo happily trained---ſo virtuouſiy 
| habituated---of ſuch a devotional ſpirit---the ſum- 


mons for his departure, however ſudden, may be 
heard without diſmay—for & if our beam condemn 
e us 


— <a Reyne ä 


* 


cc us not then have we confidence towards God.“ 
Which is the foundation of another remark 


V. That, to ſuch as are habitually prepared, a 
judden deceaſe may, and ought to be confidered as 
4 a bleſſmg from God. 


= The prophet Iſaiah aſſumes it as a fact to which > FI i149 
5 men are not ſufficiently attentive © that the righ- 
© teous are taken away from the evil to come”—and 

| this is the more remarkable becauſe, in Eaſtern 

Countries, it was a received opinion that thoſe who 
were carried off by lightning, or any unexpeRted and 
momentary ſtrake, were the favorites of heaven! 


| Moſes informs us that Enoch walked with God 

c and he was not, for God took him”—in reference 
to which the apoſtle Paul ſays before his tranſla- 
© tion he had this teſtimony that he pleaſed God, 
de therefore he never ſaw death! - never ſaw it's 
 approach—but was ſuddenly tranſlated, 


——_— — —⅛ 
—— — rotors — 


The apoſtle thought a ſudden tranſlation very de. 
> {frable...Upon this principle, I never join in tlie 
prayer againſt ** ſudden death. In the Liturgy, 
| where there is ſo much to admire and approve, it 
is by no means wonderful that ſome e 
. ys ſhould full remain. 


* — — — 
———— 
* — — —— cnn 
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Neither the pious divines who originally com- 
piled nor thoſe who altered it to it's preſent form 
were infallible. The petition againſt “ ſudden 


death may be objected to on two different 
grounds. In the firſt place, becauſe that Omniſci- 


ent Being without whoſe permiſſion © not a ſparrow 


% falleth” knows beſt when to remove us from this 


world, and in which way his eternal purpoſes and 
the greateſt general good will be beſt promoted. 
Job is repreſented as a perfect man,” and he ex- 
claims © is there not an appointed time {tor man 
upon earth?” = 


Tf our times are in the hand of a wiſe and good 
Providence it is unbecoming in us to diftate any 
thing concerning the circumſlances of our removal 
hence. 


* 


« alſo, ready for at an hour when ye think not the 
Son of man cometh.” we 


The ſecond objeftion is that it proceeds upon 


the miſtaken and dangerous ſuppoſition that much 


good may be done by a death bed repentance. 


That a litile preparation towards the end of our 
days and receiving the Lord's ſupper, in our laſt 
moments 


"a 


os duty 2s to ſubmit and prepare. Be Ye, 


(uw) 


moments, can make atonement for all the errors of a 
_ miſ-ſpent life is a fallacious error that ought as 
much as belt ble fo os 9 


But to the virtuous man, who c. can wh back 


without remorſe, who enjoys * the teſtimony of his 


« conſcience, that in ſimplicity and pious ſincerity 


* he hath had his converſation in the world,” why 
ſhould a ſudden removal be an object of dread ” 


e 7 


When age is mature—all the duties of life per- 
formed children educated and introduced with 


fair proſpects into the world -habits of moral ex- 


cellence acquired - devout aſpirations after God 
and Heaven excited —ſurely a ſudden tranſition from 
this life to a better is a peculiar favour from the Great 
Dilpoſer of all _ Fang 


And 1 but the weakneſs of faith, can pre- 
vent it's being conGdered in that light? 


l When the good man has © finiſhed his work” 


why ſhould he not be glad to go home and © reſt 
* from his labour,” Knowing that © * Works wil 
follow him?“ 


e 2 r e Rr “ 


„ ** 
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To avoid that decrepitude—thoſe aches and 
pains—thatmental imbecillity and all thoſe various 
infirmities which render extreme old age pitiable 
and comfortleſs, when * the graſs- hopper is a 
« burden and deſire fails“ to be continued till 
all our rational expectations are accompliſhed and 
then to be removed, with our faculties of body 

and mind, in a great meaſure, unimpaired, “ in a 
good old age,” by a ſudden deceaſe 


_ Surely this extracts the ſting of death, ” and is 
better than to have our lives lengthened out to the 


« very dregs,” and waſte away by a painful, chro- 
nical, and lingering ads | 


Which leads me tO vhs 


VI. That it was under ſuch circumſtances as Ib. ſe 
that our dear ceparted. friend Was removed. 55 


| She had not only lived to guard Jie children 
from the dangers of infancy—to give them a good 
education and to ftrengthen it by her own example, 
but to ſee their good Sifpblitions diſplayed in man- 
hood to ſee them ſet out well and take good ways, 
all behaving duteouſly towards her, affeQtionacely 
to each other, and rel; 3 in the world. wy 


She 


( ) 


She had out lived the friends and acquaintance 
of her early youth, and many of thoſe of her riper 
age The companion of her days was gone b fore —-by 
the ſame good Providence, taken e as ſud- 
denly as herſelf ! 


They had walked together, hand in hand, for 
forty years 1a the fear of God—he went out in the 


morning to breathe the air of his own fields and in 
the evening? he was not, for God took him.“ 


She Keie him till ſne had reaken to by ſatis⸗ 
fied with long life, for ſhe had reached the full 


extent of the © meaſure of our days“ as deſcribed _ 


by the prophetic legiſlator in the goth Plalm— 
reached it with honor—for her life had been ſpent 
uſefully and virtuouſly in the rler diſchatgs 
of the oper duties of life. 


As ancighbour, ſhe was quiet and peaceable—as - 


a mother, indulgent to the very verge of prudenee, 
but no further—ſhe was a faithful wife, conduct- 
ing herſelf in the ſpirit of meekneſs and forbear- 
| ance, a comfort to her aſſociate -a pattern of do- 


meſtic virtues to her children, and an ornament o 


the conjugal ſtate. 


E 2 8 To 
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To allude to the royal words of Lemuel—* The 
« heart of her huſband did ſafely truſt in her. She 
r did him good and not evil all the days of her 
life. She opened her mouth with diſcretion, and 
eon her tongue was the law of kindneſs. She 
e looked well to her houſchold, and eat not the 
e hread of idleneſs. . She ſtretched forth her hand 

<« to the poor and needy, who went not from her 
door unrelieved. Her children roſe up and 

« called her bleſſed; her huſband alſo, and he 
* praiſed her.” Iv: 


Of a mild and even temper and moderate deſires, 


te Along the cool ſequeſtered vale of life 
She kept the noiſcleſs tenor of her way. 


Contented in her ſtation ſhe believed that the 
„„ Powers that be are ordained of God,” therefore, 
ſhe was ſubject to the magiſtracy . for conſcience : 
* ſake, 9 and honored the King. 


Bred up in che eſtabliſhed religion, ſhe regularly 
attended upon 1t's ordinances, and lamented if any 


thing kept her away either from church or facra= 
ment. 


In 


4 
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In a word, univerſally and habitually conſcitn. 
tious, ſhe lived as the expectant of eternity, and, 
when quite ripe for * ſne tell like a ſhock 
cf corn in it's ſeaſon.” | 


„ And haw 1 i mentioning that one of 


her children, who lives at the greateſt diſtance, and 
who had been more ſeparated from her than the 


reſt, had juſt been paying her a viſit, and, as if 
Providence would gratify the natural affection, the 


maternal yearnings, and leave no wiſh unaccom- 


pliſhed in ſo good a woman, had made an unuſu- 


95 ally — ſtay, and received her laſt benediction. 


On the day preceding that of her deceaſe ne 
was apparently well and cheerful—on the following 


day ſhe complained à little, but her duteous chil- 
dren were at hand, with piteous attention to admi- 
niſter relie.— to ſoften her pillow— to inſpire her 
with confidence and courage, by their preſence— 


and to promote her eaſe and compoſure 


Conſoled and ſoothed by their kindneſs her pains 


were lulled - ſhe was compoſed to reſt—very ſoon 
ſſie fell into a gentle ſlumber and awoke no more! 


«A FE” RY devoutly to be wiſhed!” —— 
This! is that entbanaſy which has been the wiſh of 
| philoſophers 
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to eradicate our paſſions. But they both dire us 


them- W the ob; ect and the occaſion. 


to excite us to do every thing in our power to pre- 
ſerve the lives of thoſe, whom, when gone, we 
| ſhall fo certainly deplore. 


; ſoften e our hearts to that degree of tenderneſs which | 


(34) 
philoſophers in all ages. Surely the Chriſtian who 
has © a lively faith that when abſent from the body 


he ſhall be preſent with the Lord” will naturally 
exclaim “O, that I may die the death of the 


ec righteous—that my latter end may be like his. 


Mark the perfect man and behold the _ for 


" the end of that man is $ peace! * 4, 


This introduces n my laſt point —a few conſole 


elections. 


Dry up your tears my fellow mourners! What 


have you to regret? What could you have wiſhed 


different? Under your circumſtances what poſſible 


cauſe can chere be for immoderate grief N 


It is true neither a denen require us 


to moderate them to govern them to balance . 


Grief is a paſſion implanted in the human breaſt | 


Pity, without the ale enn of grief, could not 


alone 


4 


(8) 
alone can qualify us for the performance of thdſe 


painful offices which the laſt moments of our 
friends may require! 


Whenabeloved relative labours undera dangerous 
and contagious diforder—or under a ſharp and 
acute diſeaſe, when racking pains torment the 
body—whenit is diſtorted with delirium—underthe 
decrepitude and debility of extreme old age—or in 
the laſt agony—oh! Sirs, there are ſuch offices to be 
performed that if our breaſts were not previouſly 


touched with unuſual ſympathy, nature would 
. recoil and (hrink from them! 


Should the * be gentle-the faculties 
be preſerved to the laſt—and departure be no more 
than an eaſy rranſition—who could even then, without 
a ſtruggle, break every human connexion - pro- 
nounce a final adieu to thoſe ſcenes which have 
been endeared by the various pleaſures which they 
have afforded——cloſe the eye, ſor ever, to all 
the proſpects of nature to the animating light 
of the ſun and the more animating light of a 
friendly, ſmiling, countenance—diffolve all the 
ties of ſociety, and take a laſt leave of companions, 
friends and children without ſome reluctance ſome 
5 heſitation? 


In 
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In every ſituation of difficulty and danger the 


- preſence of a friend inſpires courage and reſolution... 


but under ſuch circumſtances as theſe---at a ſeaſon 
ſo critical and trying---the countenance, the aſſiſt- 
ance, the tender ſoothings F thryſe u bo love us 


ſhould not---cannot be with-held. 


On ſome fond breaſt the parting ſoul relies; 
“ Some pious drops the clofing eye requires 
« For who to dumb forgetfulneſs a prey, 
This pleaſing anxious being e er reſigned ; 
« Left the warm preeincts of the cheerful day, 
Nor caſt one longing—lingering look behind?“ 


Theſe are the feelings of nature---but over theſe 
the Chriſtian faith has — —— 


The text e us tha the Son of man 
t cometh that is, cometh to raiſe, collect, and 


reward his diſciples. If you are Chriſtians, then, 
why ſhould you not take all the comfort which 
your religion inſpires? 4 If there be any conſola- 


tion in Jeſus Chriſt” why ſhould not that conſo- 


lation be your's? 


Do you believe the ſcriptures to contain a Divine 
Revelation? Now is the time for you to adorn 
the doctrine which you profeſs; to exemplify the 


efficacy of the Chriſtian faith. Let your religion 
manifeſt 


(97.5) IJ 
manifeſt it's power by an abſolute ſubmiſſion and 4 
— to the Divine diſpoſals! | 


cod WIA ARA PREG oP gre? : 
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5 « Tt is the 1 bet 5 do with me and mine, 
* with thoſe who are neareſt and deareſt to me, as 
e he pleaſes,” is the language of the true believer. 
le hath deprived me of one of my moſt beloved 3 
.* friends, but he hath taken her to himſelf—ſhe 4 
died in faith and is gone to glory'---a/l es 0 6 —— pt 3 
© not oy will but thine be done.“ 


Were death an utter nales of n even 
then, exceſſive e grief would be unreaſonable, becauſe 
unavailing; but yet it would ſeem a mare excuſable 
weakneſs. To reſign a child---a companion-=-or _ 


Prem - under ſuch a perſuaſion, would be melan- 
"wy indeed! 


| 

| Annihilation-Aphat a gloomy terrifying ſound |! 
This is indeed: © the blackneſs and darkneſs for 

« ever!” But“ why ſhould it be thought an in- 

| © credible thing that Gop ſhould raiſe the dead?“ 


| From the ſuperior endowments of the human, 
above every other, ſpecies -K from it's capacity for 
progreſſive, intellectual, improvement from the 
© ſecret dread and inward horror of falling into 
= 6 nought. from the excellence of morality—the 
EE power 
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power of conſcience—the apparently unequal diſtri» 
bution of temporal bleſſings—from one event fre- 
quently happening to the righteous and the wicked, 


and from the infinite goodneſs of God—cultivated 
Reaſon has often ſuggeſted the 5 of a Future 


Nate! 


Cato is repreſented, by the Roman orator, as 
tranſported at the thought of meeting again with 
his beloved ſon, and with thoſe whom he had 
eſteemed and honoured here 


1% O, happy day,” ays he, © when I ſhall 
« eſcape from this croud—this heap of pollution 
« and be- admitted into that divine aſſembly of 
. exalted ſpirits!” 


To thas Omniporent Being, whoſe unrivalled 
prerogative is creative power, all things are 
e : 


Can chemiſts analyze or decompoſe various 
bodies, and reproduce them—and ſhall not the 
Supreme Creator,who knows not only all the com- 
ponent parts, their number and proportion, but the 
exact order of their arrangement, be able to repro- 
duce whatever conſtitutes the perſonal identity of 
bY 1 ThE . ag 
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the man, whether material or immaterial—animate 
or inanimate? 


ls there not a general reſurrection of the vegetable 

world every ſpring? And do we not, individually, 
experience a reſurrection, every morning, from 
the death of ſleep when our active powers are 
called forth, from their dormant ſtate, renewed 
and invigorated by a wonderful proceſs of which 
we are totally ignorant 


Such c the Mel arguments for a future 
ſtare, offered by human reaſon. Bur the moſt 
philoſophical reaſoners could proceed no further 
than probability. If their reaſonings had been 
concluſive then “ life and immortality had not 
been „brought to light by the Goſpel.” It is 

there, alone, that hope becomes perfect aſſurance. 


The apoſtle Peter ſays © we are regenerated to a 
_ « Jjvely hope by the reſurrection of Jeſus from the 
« dead” Paul aſſures us that Chriſt is riſen and 
ee become the firſt fruits of them that ſlept”—John 

| declares he © heard a voice from heaven, ſaying, 
e bleſſed are the dead that die in the Lord”—Chriſt 
comforted his diſciples by the affirmation that he 
was © going to prepare a place for them in the 
8 Ben coed of God! that * 1n his Father's houſe 
VV 


18-3 


there were many manſions” What the kingdom 3 
of heaven is we know not—or only in part but 
it's grandeur, it's glory, and it's bleſſedneſs are 
repreſented to us by the moſt ſplendid and majeſtic 
imagery, as of a “ city of pure gold with walls of 
4 jaſper — gates of pearl, and a foundation of preci- 
* ous ſtones“ inhabited by an auguſt concourſe 
"M0 * which | no man can number!“ 


. It is deſcribed as a place or a ſtate of unſpotted 

. Purity, where the ſpirits of juſt men are made 

\« perfect. — here there is no more ſickneſs—no 

* more pain no more forrow—no more death!“ 

Wbere no groſs appetites nor ſenſual paſſions 
where nothing that defileth can enter—but /ight and 

| knowledzge—peace and barmony—love and praiſereſt 22 
and joy theſe are the attributes of the celeſtial Wy 
world: 


Wb ſaid, eye hath not ſeen nor ear heard, 
< neither hath it entered into the heart of man to 
& conceive” the pleaſures which are reſerved for 
thoſe who ſhall be admitted to dwell, for ever, in 
the paradiſe of God! | 4. 


In the Divine Preſence i there is fulneſs of joy 
joy unſpeakable and full of glory and at his right 
6 ng there are protons: for evermore!“ New 
| | ſources 


(4a) 


iources will be continually opening and ſpringing 


up to preſerve and perpetuate the full flow of 


felicity which pervades the heavenly country! 
© Pure—perfeA—and everlaſting! What joy is this? 


© well may the chriſtian apoſtrophize—O, glorious 
world! Thrice happy ſtate! What tranſporting 
© hopes! What delightful proſpects! Is this the 


* happinels reſerved for thoſe who love God and 


© obey his Son $ 9 


: Whenever my nature ſhall be ſufficiently re- 


fined whenever my habits of moral goodneſs 


© ſhall be eſtabliſhed and confirmed -henever 1 
am e meet to be a partaker of the inheritance of 
« the ſaints in light then, Lord, let thy ſervant 
© depart in peace come, Lord Jeſus, come 


„ quickly”—l will lay my head to reſt, indifferent 
in my choice to ſleep, or die—for to me to live is 
© to manifeſt my diſcipleſhip to Chriſt, and to 


© enjoy the pleaſures of a good conſcience—but 


to die is gain”——l will wait till it pleaſe God to 


call me, but I have a deſire to depart and to be 
«© with Chriſt—To aſcend to his Father and wy 


* ather, to his God and my God! WW 


But the faith. of the ſincerely upright chriſtian 
does not evaporate in mere ſoliloquy it actually 
ſuſtains him in his dying moments—affords him 
1 ſolace, 
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* NF of the * God!“ 
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ſolsce, and renders him an object of admiration 
and * to the unbeliever. 


n, How venerable is the appearance of a good old 
man, who can obſerve the approach of “ the king 


4 of terrors with a calm and ſerene countenance ! 


What an intereſting ſpectacle! He feels the 
cold hand, but preſerves an unruffled mien His 


body ceaſes to breathe—but his ſoul is enlarged— 
it iselevated—ſublimed. A night of pitchy dark- 
neſs invelopes his animal ſenſes but the celeſtial 
morning beams upon his intellect, indicating the 


approach of a bright, everlaſting, day! *The 


world recedes—it diſappears — he advances to 
the confines of eternity without diſmay ! Heaven 


opens to his mental view—all the objects of time 


and ſenſe are loſt in the bright anticipation of Di- 
vine Love, and in the tranſcendent felicity which 
overwhelms him! The © eye of his mind” is 


ſteadily fixed upon the heavenly hills—he paſſes 


te through the dark valley,”'—and aſcends the ſtu- 
pendous acclivity without fainting, PINA by 


the ſtaff of the Almighty. — 


Heaven's portals are . open for his recep- 
tion—an angelic convoy uſhers him into the 


0 could 


1 


4) 


( 43 ) 


o, could we penetrate the veil could we behold 


his entrance into that „ houſe not made with 
te hands, eternal in the heavens,” —ſee him intro- 
duced amidſt © ten thouſand times ten thouſand 
happy immortals—how ſhould we be altonthed at 


the Org which has taken place? 


He has now aſſumed . a ſpiritual and incorruptible | 


form—a countenance of ever-blooming youth—he 
is arrayed in robes of ſhining white with the palm 


of victory in his hand, and a magnificent crown 
upon his head walking the ſtreets of pureſt gold 


—Joining with patriarchs and prophets, apoſtles 


and martyrs, angels and archangels—all his no- 
bleſt affections fully occupied in aſcribing wiſ- 


dom, and love, and powgn, and glory, unto the 


Lord God omnipotent! in contemplating his 
infinite perfections, and holding delightful - com- 


munion with him! Ane all theſe delights ſhall 


be permanent and inc Ing—for, he ſhall be 
changing from glory Ml 


- 
we, 
7 


endleſs ages of a happy e oy | 5 


And would you wiſh him back again ? Would 


you wiſh to withdraw a glorified ſpirit from heaven 


to earth ? From the palace of the King of kings“ 


to a cottage of clay? From the regions of pure 
joy to this “ vale of tears?” From a world of 


per- 


lory,” throughout the 


* 
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again, even 


&« fo them alſo who fleep in Jeſus will God bring 


t, brethren, 
h the Lord.“ 4 


it 


ignora 


n 
fallen aſleep, that ye 


I know you wouldbnot ! 


Rather comfort one another with theſe words of the 


are 
e forraw not even as thoſe who have no bope; 


FINIS. 


ion and bleſſedneſs to a ſcene of 1 
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